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➢ The aim of this study was to investigate the composition and 

quality of features within urban green spaces 
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➢ 66 % of the worlds populations will be 

staying in cities by 2050 (UN, 2014).

➢ Urban green spaces have been seen as 

an inexpensive health promotion avenue 

(Hartig et al., 2014; Shanahan, 2015).

➢ It is therefore important to identify 

the various building blocks of urban 

green spaces so as to ensure liveable 

cities (Kremen, 2005; Botzat et al., 

2016). 

• What are the main features which make up urban green 
spaces? 

• What is the quality of such features within urban green 
spaces? 

• What are the main demographics and socio-economic 
characteristics of users of different urban green spaces? 

• Why do users visit urban green spaces? 

Figure 1.2: Litter distribution within an informal green space 
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Figure 1.3: Mean scores for the overall quality of elements within 
urban green spaces in two towns

Figure 1.1: Location of the Eastern Cape within South Africa and
locations of suburbs sampled in each of the two study towns
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