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Agriculture and food 
system we have  

• 60 % of the food comes from only about 2% 
of the farms 

• Only a handful of corporations control the 
input, processing and marketing of what we 
eat 

• The kind of agriculture we have, financially 
benefits a few and the very large 



Key issues for agriculture 

75% of the world’s poor are rural and depend on 
natural and managed ecosystems( i.e. agriculture 
and grazing land, fisheries, forests, wetlands) for 
livelihoods

 Africa has around 600 million hectares of 
uncultivated arable land, roughly 60% of the 
global total

 39 million hectares of agricultural land in Africa 
is suitable for irrigation but currently only 7% is 
irrigated (SSA - 3.7%)

 17 kg fertilizer unit per ha whereas it is 222 kg in 
Asia and 120 Kg in world average



Key issues for agriculture 

 Agriculture constitutes between 20 to 35% of 
GDP

 A large share of the poor work in agriculture, 
mostly smallholder farming

 Largely underdeveloped agro-industry

 Africa still importing over 25 billion dollars in 
food – over one-third its food needs



Current and future 
challenges

• An estimated 821 million people are 
undernourished

- undernourishment and severe food security 
appear to be increasing in almost all regions of 
Africa, as well as in South America 

• Growing competition for land 

• Population growth, especially in SSA, means 
more food is needed 

• Growing energy demands 

• Changing diets 

• Loss of forest and biodiversity

• Climate change: uncertain effects on 
production



Towards accelerating smallholder 
agricultural productivity in Africa

The global community faces an important choice: 
expand the area of agricultural land to increase gross 
production, or increase yields on existing agricultural 
land

In SSA, especially in smallholder agriculture, where 
yield gaps are huge

Two models in particular have gained momentum in 
the scientific and development world



Towards accelerating 
smallholder agricultural 

productivity in Africa

Sustainable intensification 

Means of producing more output from the
same area of land while reducing the
negative environmental impacts



Towards accelerating 
smallholder agricultural 

productivity in Africa

Ecological intensification

• A means of enhancing productivity or
replacement of anthropogenic inputs by
enhancing ES –

• It has been suggested as a strategy to overcome
the combined challenges of feeding the world
while sparing the environment and public
goods.

• It aims at enhancing biological regulations and
ecological functions of ecosystems for the
benefit of agricultural production.



Acceptance and use of Ecological 
intensification options 

We carried out a study to assess acceptance and use of ecological 
intensification options in two rural Districts in South Africa 

We found that smallholder farmers have been exposed to a plethora of 
ecological intensification options in South Africa



Acceptance and use of Ecological 
intensification options 

The ecological intensification options have potential to 
improve soil water conservation

soil fertility

 pest suppression 

adapting and mitigating the effects of climate change 

Use and acceptance of ecological intensification was limited due to lack 
of awareness, germplasm, technical support related constraints, trade-
offs in resource allocation. Issues of values and norms come into play

Therefore mechanisms must be put in place to enhance acceptance 
and use and social entrepreneurship has a role to play



How social entrepreneurship can help increase 
acceptance and use of EI options transform 

agriculture 
Social entrepreneurship seeks to address social exclusion and empower 
disadvantaged communities

The concept of social entrepreneurship if it delivers to the marginalized 
services such as 

Extension 
Credit 
Renewable energy
Markets 

It might transform smallholder agriculture and bring success 
intensifying smallholder farming systems 



Priority areas for social entrepreneurship  in 
smallholder farming areas

1. Improve markets, infrastructure, and institutions
Ensure that markets are not biased against small farmers

Develop private competitive markets with supporting institutions and 
infrastructure

2. Expand appropriate research,  knowledge, and technology
Invest in pro-poor agricultural research

Make use of the agroecological approach

Tap the potential of conventional agricultural research



Priority areas for social entrepreneurship  in 
smallholder farming areas

3. Improve natural resource management
Overcome water-related constraints

Manage soil fertility

Promote sustainable development in less-favored areas

Assure property rights and collective action

Address global climate change

4. Promote Good Governance
Prevent and resolve conflict 

End corruption




