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Purpose 

The project underscores the role that business has a to play in Africa’s 

transformation and development by taking critical perspective,  it propo-

ses a paradigm shift from classic foreign-aid towards social entrepreneu-

rship.  Social entrepreneurship addresses societaland environmental prob-

lems by combining innovation with social and entrepreneurial thinking .  

Research question  

Which are the critical success factors that determine the long-term suc-

cess of a foreign-funded social entrepreneurial projects in Sub-Sahara Afri-

ca? 

Originality/Value 

In the past 30 years, social entrepreneurships have gained momentum as 

a holistic and marked-based poverty reduction tools, thus attracting at-

tention to researchers, practitioners and policy makers. 

This project contributes to social entrepreneurship in Sub-Sahara Africa by 

answering researchers‘ call (Rivera-Santos et al., 2015; Littlewood and Holt, 

2018) to explore social entrepreneurship across sub-Saharan Africa and its 

particular environmental characteristics (Bacq and Janssen, 2011). 

The exploration of the relationship between the specificities of Sub-Sahara 

Africa‘s context and social entrepreneurship will provide novel insights for 

researchers and practitioners.  

 

Research Limitations 

The results are limited to pre-selected projects with funding, thus findings 

will not be hundred percent representative and cannot be generalised in 

different contexts e.g. geographical location, source of funding and mis-

sion.  

Cultural and structural barriers (language and security) will limit data col-

lection to a few countries. There might be difficulties to access data as 

they are dependent on the project managers’ readiness to collaborate. 

With high levels of unemployment in countries in Sub-Sahara Africa, entre-

preneurship often presents the only choice for employment. 
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Figure 1: Social entreprenuership business model, source: adapted from J. Kingston, venturesome 

Abstract 

This project analyses the crucial role of social entrepreneurship as an 

economic development tool in Sub-Sahara Africa and to which ex-

tent it can be employed in donor-funded entrepreneurial activities in 

the to sustain development.  

This project 

 defines and identifies environmental factors of social entrepreneur-

ship in Sub-Sahara Africa, 

 reflects upon current trends by analysing foreign-funded social en-

trepreneurial projects and  

 uses these to draw conclusions about the particularities of social en-

trepreneurship in Sub-Sahara Africa.  

Figure 2: tentative procedure of the proposed mixed-method approach, ssource: own illustration 

Design/methodology/approach 

To achieve overall objective, this project adopts a mixed-method ap-

proach and a two stage design to evaluate foreign-funded entrepre-

neurial projects and find out the underlying potentials and limitations 

affecting their success in the beyond aid period. 

The results will be used to develop a pilot model that can be trans-

ferred or incorporated in similar projects. 

Contribution/findings 

 The definitional purpose of the project determines insights that African 

data can bring to the general “Western” social entrepreneurship defini-

tion, literature and academic debates. 

 Given Africa’s diversity and problems, the findings acknowledges Sub-

Sahara Africa as an interesting research environment by nuances the un-

derstanding of social entrepreneurship. 

 It contributes to discussions on institutional environments, social entrepre-

neurship and their interplay within the African context.  

 It provides a fresh approach to poverty alleviation for academics, policy-

makers, practitioners and future social entrepreneurs. 


