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This study seeks investigate the impact of Isimangaliso Wetland Park natural resource conservation programmes on

local livelihooods. This will be achieved by identifying the natural resource conservation strategies implemented by

Isimangaliso Wetland Park in Kwanibela and assessing their impact on local livelihoods. The methodology of this study

will adopt the qualitative approach through the structured interviews which will be held with the community of

Kwanibela and the officials of Isimagaliso Wetland Park. The answers given by the interviewees will then be assessed in

order to find how natural resource conservation strategies adopted by Isimangaliso Wetland Park influence local

livelihoods.
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In the United States of America, resource conservation and development programmes have been put in place to

accelerate the conservation, development and utilization of natural resources in order to improve economic activity,

enhance the environment and standard of living for local people residing along protected areas (Lu et al. 2013). This is

achieved through the monitoring and evaluation of such programs in order to ensure that their objective of economically

empowering local people are attained.

In Africa, due to the high levels of poverty, many people rely on natural resources and the environment for their

economic empowerment thus different mechanisms have been employed to address poverty, deprivation, social

exclusion and inequality in the context of conservation. This is due to the fact that many South African communities

depend on the direct consumption and extraction of natural resources to obtain a living ( Segage 2015).

Protected Areas play a major role in preventing the over exploitation of natural resources but it also mandatory that they

empower local people in the process, in order to build a mutual, beneficial relationship with local communities and

motivate them to support their conservation efforts (Diawuo et al.2015). This research aims to assess the impact of

natural resource conservation on livelihoods in KwaNibela KZN.
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Preliminary Results
Objective 1

Working for waters 

According to the participants this initiatives does not contribute to their livelihood since it aims to protect water 

resources while the community does not have access to water, while private lodges in the area have running water 

and they have to use dirty water from boreholes they built themselves or buy water from the municipality. 

Objective 2

According to the data that was collected people state that they don’t get benefits from natural resource conservation 

initiatives from IsimangalisoWetland Park since they don’t have access to the natural resources to sustain their 

livelihood.

They state that Isimangaliso Wetland Park employs foreign people rather than indigenous people, they also state that 

the organization does not even employ local graduates who are equipped with the skills to assist in natural resource 

conservation. 

As a matter fact the local community of Kwanibela which resides within Isimangaliso Wetland Park does not have 

access to water which is a basic need, they rather have to buy water from the local municipality While private lodges 

in the area which are privately owned do have access to water while they are located on their land which they 

claimed back under land restitution.

Objective 3

Majority of the interviewed participants claim that the natural resource conservation programs implemented by 

Isimangaliso affect their livelihoods negatively  since they not offered jobs to sustain their livelihoods and they are 

restricted access to natural resources to sustain their livelihoods. 

Objective 4

People believe that conservation is good for the environment, but the deeds of Isimangaliso has aroused a negative 

attitude towards conservation since they have adopted the mindset that conservation is used by owners of protected 

areas to enrich themselves at the expense of their natural resources. 

Conclusion
Conservation is essential for sustainability and the survival of 

the natural environment but it should not be practiced at the 

expense of poor people in the 21st century 

Protected Areas should consider  local communities in decision 

making and when drafting the policies of conservation. 
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Aims and objectives of the 
study
 Aim

 To assess the impact of isimangaliso wetland park natural resource 

conservation initiatives and programmes on local livelihoods  in 

KwaNibela, KZN 

 Objectives 

 To identify the Natural Resource Conservation initiatives and 

programmes implemented by Isimangaliso Wetland Park. 

 To assess if the community of KwaNibela benefits from the natural 

resources conserved by Isimangaliso Wetland Park. 

 To assess the impact of Natural Resource Conservation Programs on 

livelihoods of the community of KwaNibela

 To explore the perceptions and attitudes of indigenous people towards 

Isimangaliso Wetland Park conservation strategies at KwaNibela. 


